~ of Kings, Princes as . Titled

Ruined or Seat Into Bxilo—

- Highest Europtea

Ot from Rectding Pege)
linew un corset. Nest "‘ ol
sllk ©uekluge

new Le elvel gows ”‘
#hen :3e run sway With o

Junt and vl werd Dll.cu‘hﬂ’ a dad
thes the Ludy was st jo & chiair whije the
upcles wrapped her up fo her gsmlskin
: A3

Ot course, § desd body Will mot: sit
atraight, because the head will toppie over.
The chist of police thought of
Qountess Larisch says; dnd thrust & walk-
fng stick down the dead girl's. back apd
bound her neck to the stiok with a hand-

kerchief. ;
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part of the conatry. The
who had been asked by the oount to bwry
stv.4he Baroness, came out and lifted her
»¢ aAbody vut of the éarriage, It way thea
=~ “pest midnight and the sky was dark snd

HeEag

.

This place was the Clstercipa Abbey of
sose §3fligepkreus. Guards closed the gates of
#avogthe monsstery and surrousded the group

-

L. .'pedy into an outdullding, Where an opea
1o i~ QoA ©Of comuion ‘white wood stood resdy.
Thete was no ghroud in which te wmp
w7 v“the dead, and the beautitul young body was
pisced in the unlined burial chest. Count
11-* fitockan doudbled her hat into a pillow and
.22 mested the sletper’s head upon it. He thea
4 ..took s gold cross which she wore around
s uher neck and plously placed it betweea
1as5 her fingers. !
vAr?  Phe monlks nailed the 144 upon the colfia
and car:ied it out. After the bﬂduf pos-
a' 7mihle carsuonial the -body was dropped
g'z--tato the gruve snd the earth shovelled
& cover It §
sav One of the most pititul of the many vie-
waul tims of the crime-stalned house of Haps
v burg had been lald to rest in a aecret,
nus npameless grave, but her spirit was des-
+tited to haunt them, for the memiory of
¢=+ vpoor Marie Vetsera's wrongs helped to
gz~ bring ruia on the imperial house.
Ls1L. 1have read a very pathetic document, §
¢.5,s0tatement by the Baroness Helene Vetsem,
»uccmother of Baroness Marie, conecerning the
goiulast daye of her daughter. In this the
oo ;mother makes it clear that the poor little
=7 @it was carrled away by a romantic love
s~~ for the Crown Prince, who was much her
seplor In years and occupled s position
&2+ that wouid have carried away the senses
oii2of almost any .womsn In Austris. The
B o Wother berself was overawed by the yeak
a3 ,.of the Crown Prince, but she argues that
\  wec it wes through no meglect of hers that
. her davghter met the Prince and that the
t meetings of the lovers were only
rible by the activities of & ecer
_ ¥ placed countess. :
ot Do 1a the et MIVEG Mekey
ol o 8
T are which reves! the hmm
.- Of ¢his little girl, pcarcely out of the school-

EYehrus

: a‘ﬂﬂ.‘,
tain

B a

wd ”g%, knightly character of the Crewn ,

ven Prince, with the winnipng enchantment of
.. his “appearsnce, cbst a spell over the

.+, Bayoness Mgrie before she had been ior
- ﬁﬁhﬂ‘ to him,” writes the ushappy
Ll m .r-

o' *Her one thought was for the Crp
~~+ Primee. - In writing of him to her l’rha
s ne, she spoke of him as the aim and
el ‘of her life, the highest and best on
By She wrote to her friend that she
could not live without him, that he' was
her god, her all. B8She sent Hermine a
y of one of the nce's letters, wheéreln
he entreated her take care that they
were not found out, as he could not lve
] without her and would be Ineane if he
eould not see har. She cousldered herself
fortunate to recelve these tendep letters,
and told her friend that she would gladly
pend her one of these letters, but the
Counters had ‘.Ihen tholm all n;ny go
her, saylng was going to keep the
her, do that ghe need not worry sbout

“Agaln Marie wrote her friend that she
had recelved from the Cruwn Prince an
1 engagement ring, on the inner side of
fch were the létters ‘IL:;}V B LD T‘,.'
bat she dld not inaan
the next letter, of, she th‘i“ih
sesen the Crown e, abd he -
od the meaning, ‘Untted in Love fl
* fhe was very happy. He also
Jocket on A chaln about Iln;r neck
. wiherelp was & plece of llnen on which wun
wx il drop of Jlood she .cl. R Y]
e st never,
pot even at took R
Hob * ghe wrota: °If we could llve fo-
in a lttle hut how happy 1 would
! We are alwaya talking of it aud are
pery BapDY. dut, alas, it cannot bel If I

. e
e
e
aia
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The uncles were led fnto ¢

l..?l.-f“,‘.
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added, ‘Put no, ba cansot dis, he must
a [If you write to mama

was having hér, photographs takea; two
large ones for him and some small coes,
ose of which e would send her, and
these wuuld prodably be the last plotures
she would bave lakey
fn this Mfe. At ‘b4
ftouch Tepeated 'qQuos-
tion she would hever
saswer, she only wrote
of their poundleng love
uad hoping thet theéy
could aaly beluag
oue another. -

“The continunl
pleadings of her frisnd
and confidante to

she would talk with
bim sbout it But
affer her conversation
with bim she declared
esmpbatienlly that tbe
Prince would not give
her up, and ashe would

not give him up, compd
what

“Toward the mlddle
of January she wrote

-?;E 'kulu M’ D¢ Watter how

"fetter, written in the first deys of
half of the month of Japuary,
while the friend was in Germany, has no
date, but was doubtless written on the
14th of Japuary or, at least, it was begun
on this day. The 13th of Janupary, which
is marked in her diary, in w all the
daye are marked off, was the
the Crown Prince, as :..bt day is marked
especially heavy. particular day
she begged permission to home, as
she sald thd Countess bad her that
she would pay her a visit on'that day. Ia-
stend of this, however, ibe had visited the
Crown Prince, returned to the house that
night vers nuch upset and told her maild
that 1t wou:: have been better if she had
not euiled on nhm that day, and confessed
later thiat she must now do his bldding, no
matter what he asked, as now she be-
longed to him alone!

“After the 13th of Junuary there were
very fow meetings. On the .16th the
ook, with the W” e h;- ey} 15

\ank the Fates, and on the same gly 1t
was called for by the maild, and the re:
celpted bill, which, by the way, was not
made out in aay particular ddzorod
to bher. This, she con to her friend,
hed been given to the Crewn Prince ans a

It when, the Gountess,
ﬂmmuﬂum .

ter, On the
1#th of January wha another visit to
thé castle, on

Prat hich -4 - A ‘”lgg‘mhmuhm.
or, W made

mauwb:ndlwur-
tld..ﬂ | to @0 to the Augustine

.nur some mnl musio
and on the way had hurt her foot.

“On the 96th of January the Baroneas,
on lewyviug the leeelmting rink, asiked her
wald to take her to » fortune teller. After

The Barcacss Marie Vetsera as a Schonlgirl, from
a Photograph Taken Only a Year Before
She Met the Crown Prince.

this visit she was very much perplexed,
and also very much exclted all evening.
Bhe called her [rlend, Heruine, and loid
her she must know what the fortune teller
had told her, ns she could uwot forget It
sad could not sleep becwuse of iL. She
‘then sald that the fortune teller with the
words, ‘There is pomething { don't ke
had suddenly starcd at her and sald that
there wuuld be & deaili Lo the famlly which
would entangle multters greatly, It looked
&8 I 1t wight be o murder, and that It waa
very near to her and would take lace ln a
very short time.”

I do not give the rest of this statement,

ghe saw . as the unfortunate mother had no definite

knowledge how the tragedy occurred.

The Emperor [Francis Joseph did not
vent any disgrace from falllng upon
bhouse when he concealed the detalls

* of hls unly son’'s death; on the contrary, he
made its position Infinkely worse, There
i in all Llstory no family which has been
dogged by such hldeous misfortunes as
“the Hapsburgs, 1 heve beard that the old
Emperor, !n his youth, when he was sup-
pressing the Hungarian revelution with
borrible cruelty, was cursed by the Count-
ess Karolyl for orderlng the execution of
her son. The Princess Batthyany, of Hun-
gary, told me about this curse which had
been repested to her by her grandmother.
The Countesa Karoly! sald to the young

*“You shall live to see o'eryl.mdy you
fove dle. Your only son sghall be slain.
Your wife shall be murdered. Your throne
snd your oountry shall be drowned In
blood an! then you, teo, will die!”

It s 1amiller know to many per
pong thet this surse ttered, and every-
body knows, too, that it was completely
fulfilled. [ belleve that It was mot the
curse which brought the misfortunes, but
that tha Countess Karolyl, in the extraor
dinary condition of mind of s mother who
had just seen her son murdered, possessed
asbnormal menfal powern, or olalrvoyence,
I have often vecu thin nower exarclead,

On thn i ]
lleved Lual (Lo curse

il : * norecay He-

alrecily brought tls-
() 1020, Intornational Feature Service, Inc,

“Suddenly a full champagne bottle was harled across
Prince in the side of the head. *

N %

entered. *

"fortunes to the Hapsburgs, and by thle attl-
tude of mipd they helped to bLrinz about
thoese nlsfortunes, For [nstance, a de-
scendant of 'tho murdered Count Karely{
becameé fArst Premier of Hungary aller the
downfall of Ausiria, and no doubt hig be-
Hef in the force of-ala great-grandmother's
curse impelled him to action against his
hereditary enemy.

I met many members of the imperial
house of Hapsburg at Vienna mand othe,
places, and 1 alwaye found that they had
the air of facing some horrible fate, They
were strange, nervous creatures. Their
faoces were unsymmeirical and unoatural—
slways the projecting Hapsburg underilp
and usually’ some other pecullarity, such
as a relreating forehead or p receding
chin. Thelr fingers woved contipually and
they ran them up and down thelr cheeks.
They drank to excess and r the Io-
fluence of champagne behs madly.

All the Hapsburgs were more or less
mad. They inheritad one sizain of in-
sanity from an early Bpanish. abpcestor—
“the mad Joanna"—and with the strange
pride of royalty they had cultivated and
fncreased this madness by intermarriage
for centuries.

The first great misfortune that happened
to the Emperor Francis Jose after his
pon's death, was the murder his bean-
tiful and romantic wife, the Empress Eliza-
bath, by an anarchist. She was entirely
out of sympathy with her gross and sen-
sual husband and spent a large part of her
life away froin him, travelling In disgulse.

I wae informed by my Austrian friends
that the Empress Elizabeth reslly intro-
duced to her husband the actress, Kattl
Schretit, with whom he spent the better
purt of his 1Y v in & =tate of domesticity,
‘The Fupresy felt thet her husband was
fufipiieiy bewoath her Im every way and
thought 1t begt tg provide him with a
eultable com

The Empress seeied more llke a char-
acter of anclept legend thun s moder.
byman bvelng. ] was imtreduced to her

shie way slaying incoguite et Cunnea
ond caught a gllmpee of her st axint-
ence, HBhe lived for the cultivatlon and

glorificatipn of bessty and her body
Those w # pulliciently worship-
ful ado of ber worp admitted to her
confidengs.

In yould the bad been beloved
by King Bavaria, the great
patron of agner. She returned

his devotion, but was forced by her fan:
Iy to sccept the powerful Emperor of Aus
tria. ludwig decame wildly nsane am
onded his life by leaping with hig keepe:
into the Lake of SBtamberg. The Empress
belleved that his spirit returped to visit
her and she spent hours In couversation
with the dead King.

Alone of all the royaltics I knew Em-
press Elzabeth fulfllled the old4sshioned
American conception of these . The
pthers ware often extravagant intem-
perats, but they oniy bshaved ss ondiaary
persons might do with too much power
and money. Bhe was llke a figure from a
Wagnerian opera. But her romantic tem-
perament Introduced a new element of
mental Instability into the doomed and
talnted Hapaburg family.

The curse prohounced against EBmperor
Francis Joseph seemed to reach |ts elimax
when his pephew and heir, Archduke Fran-
cls Ferdinand, was assassinated st Sare-
jevo In 1914, One heir after another was
doomed and the old Emperor lived through
it all, This time the curse of the Haps-
burgs extended its dreadful lnfluence to
the whole world

It must heve besn madness which drove
the Anatrian BEmperor and his hefr to pur
gue the polley which brought on the world
war—¢ polley which could only end In
the ruln of Austrla In any event. Old

Groat Britaln Rights Reservad.
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Francls Josepb dled when he hod seen the
worst and was succesded 1> a grand-
rephew, Karl, the nephew of Lis muidered
nephew.

Karl's father, Archduke Otto, was unfit
to succesd to the thrvno and died insane
after o life of the wildest excesses,

As averybody kmnows, the Austrian Em-
pire way broken to fragments in the war
and the Hapsburg family dethroned.
Vienna, ouce s @plend.d, goy world-capital
of 4,000,000 souls, is pow & ruined city
with its pelaces falling inte ruins and
gragd sprouting betweea the pavements
of its boulevards.

Austrisn princes snd princesses whom |
knew us the gayest wud most reckless
spendthrifts of and the Riviera, own-
ers of palaces and castles, of gulleries of
old masters and stables full of horses, ar.
ngw reduced to absolute beggary. Bome
have starved to death, others have sought
employment as servants or at any occupa
tion that would keep body sad soul =
gether.

During the long period when Franci
Joseph sat on the throne many members
of the House of Hapsburg ran away
the famfly curse. One of the first of these
was the Emperor'e cousin, the duke
John, who consorte” with the lo char
acters fn Vienna .nd frequemtly became
intoxicated in the soclety of commoa
thieves. Finally His Imperial Highnees
dropped his rank and title, assumed the
name “Johann Orth” and shipped a8 &
common sailor, He salled for South Amer-
fea, left hie ship at Rio de Jm sd
was lost to the world forever a

There were persistent rumors that the
Archduke John peturnoed to Aueiria abount
the time that Crovn Prince Rudolph be-
trun his fptrigue with (he Laruness Marle

etsera. They cald (hat he travelled be-
tweeg Yiemana and Budapest ip dlsgulso
and .rmu-lu-r] the Crovn Pripce in be
half of cortaln conspiratops with the offer
of the Hun throne. Who can say
that anything wees {mpossible In that
drama of Intrigue and erfme?

Sl apother member of the Hapaburg
fumily aMected Ly the heredllary madness
was the Crown Princess of Bazxony, origl-
mally the Archduchess Loulse of Austria,
also & cousin of Emperor Francis Josepb.

Most people remember that ahe ran
away from the court of Dresden with her
children's young French tutor., After that
she eloped with some one elee, steadlly
descending in the social seale,

A brother of Louise was the Archduke
sopold Ferdinand, to whom I have ar
cady referrod as revealing some of the de-
alls of Crowm Prince Rudolpb’s death.
The Archduke FLeopo'd Ferdinand also re
upgnced his imperial rank, assumed the
name “Legpold Woelllug' and went away

Bwitgeriond with a bandsome netress.

org they joined s “back to nature” cult
ond Yved In the woods without artificial
e snd nourished themselves on
nuts, and roots, lven here the

curse of the Hapsburgs seemed to pursue
the Archduke, for hia companloa grew
weary of him and left him.

The amazing {ll-fortune of the Hapsburg
family seems to have extended Its Infln
ence even to America. A few years ago
there was an interest young woman Iin
New York known as A Vetsera, Bhe
believed that she was the daughter of the
Crown Prince Rudolph and his ulhappy
aweotheart, and so 410 many other per
sons who knew her. As a child she had
been sent from Furope to a Montreal con-
vent Lo be educated.

From an agent who seat money for ber
gupport she learned that she was &
ter‘of the Orown Prince and that the old
Imperor provided the money for her su
port. During the greater part of her )
gho recelved a large Income from an us-

The door opened and
A Aevolver was raised and she fell dead with a bullet through her head #**

>4
the room ».d struck the Cros® .41

“w: . Baroness Mgyl

i ot ).

known source and she wsdefitood thel

this caene from the B

Alma Vetsera was remarksbly heautiful,
and after moving to New orif“‘nhd in
a number of rumagtic eplsefes; ~Finally
she went to Fugland, where she-iiried
a young army ypiloer, Cf Cedric
Steane. They weBt t9 the »Yictory
Ball” the year after the i Atter
reiurning nome from this ball Alma Vet-
gera Steane recelved a telephone message,

She went to her bedroom, swallowed pol-
gon and died. Nobody has gver been able
to find out what that telephone message
was. The woman had showp great terror

at times and there is every reasvn to be-
lleve that some secret feag drove her to
her death.

Many simple people that the Em.
eror Franecls Joseph & kindly old
apd sympathized w his misfor
tunes, His amlable ce perhaps
enabled him te keep rone for po
many years while his was threat-
en {ol split up and wes falling on
his -
But beneath that emterior
there was, I bolleve, a8 ps had
ever postessed the soul gf pay member of

the Hapeburg famlily,
had Iltved long at the
confided to me that
really tesponsible for
his brother, Maximiiian,

Francia Jozeph craftily

wild project of making W han Em-
peror of Mexico, because it woulh take
him sway Grom Amstris, ghhlligg was
M “ “ b A m.
both ia Anl= H . ugiBhere
yas a2 plap on to “hind e of
the Igtter ecoun In ar to satiely the
rostless notions! aspiretions f ile -Hun-
garians,

MaximiMan wes on the flwogo of
Mexico for a tlme + Frapch and
Franels Joseph urged Napoleon . to
withdraw hls armiy hastlly, thereby throw-
Ing the unfortinate Austrian Archduke
into the clutches of the Mexican leader,
Juarez. 1t s true that the dJdemands of
the Tnlted States would aleo have.-eom-
pallad Napoleoa go withdraw Lfs army.

When Maximflian was shot in Mexice
his poor young wife, Charlotte, a sistsr of
King Leopold of Belgium, became {nsane
and remained so for the rest of har life.
Stil another victim of the carse of the

Hapshurgs! '

Fqually startling wes thé~information’
whispered to me by my fc friend
tuat ¥Francis J LY ré<ponsible
for Kine L A ppan n# intrigue
with ‘Le Ba Yeughan, ‘o Em-

peror, | was tol], snspuraged th ng to
marry the Bargyess, to spend : wa: sums
of money ob hay and to parudlo tie. 18-
futuation so thet It fyread 4 quorral, with
his famlll. ¢
Leopold's emly children, the Crown
Princess and the Princesa
Louise of Sax rg, were consplcuous

members of the peph’s
fathar's the %lo
stopped thelf Incomes and cut tholr names
out of his will. As a result, they were
tl;t&w.n &tl.nly ;:.Lh? mercy and charity
0 ror c lb’ T
wems were Mﬂdu’ %ﬁd%
o o L fe T
ware A 0
some share of thelr mbm‘e‘lﬂl
This was the most tAwdry seaid nt
ever disgraced Buropean royalty. To t&nk
that It was caused by the | ma of
old nur.h is
pob- gy g
aotions
royalty? :
B e S ]
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